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of pleural effusion: TOCIDOL concentration in pleural fluid. To assess the utility of TOCIDOL, a new
immunoassay for the qualitative and semiquantitative assessment of glycosaminoglycan-containing
molecules, to identify the origin of pleural effusions. The patient was a 55-year-old woman who had
an episode of right-sided chest pain. The thoracocentesis demonstrated a moderate exudative
effusion (Total protein 5 g/L, total cell count 6300 x 10(6)/L, glucose 2 mmol/L, lactate
dehydrogenase 25 U/L) with a high concentration of TOCIDOL (36,000 x 10(6) molecules/L). An
ultrasonography of the thorax failed to demonstrate the origin of the pleural fluid. The exudative
nature of this pleural effusion was subsequently confirmed by examination of the pleural fluid by
cytopathology. During follow-up, the pleural effusion became transudative (Total protein 3.4 g/L,
glucose 2 mmol/L, lactate dehydrogenase 31 U/L, TOCIDOL 6000 x 10(6) molecules/L). After 6
months of transudative effusion, fluid analysis demonstrated a concentration of TOCIDOL of 160 x
10(6) molecules/L. This case illustrates that the
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